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I find myself facing the future with great expec- 
tancy. Phillips renders Romans 8:19, “‘The whole 
creation is on tiptoe to see the wonderful sight of 
the sons of God coming into their own.”’ 

The truth of this verse was renewed to me 
recently while preparing to deliver the sermon at 
my daughter’s high school baccalaureate. 

I really believe that despite pollution, politics and 


“ the cruelest miseries that exist around us, God 


intends something of us. It is tremendous to be 
reminded of God’s investment in us, and His 
promise to us: an inheritance imperishable, 
undefiled and unfading. WE ARE PROGRAMMED 
FOR GREATNESS! 

The marvel of the human computer is indeed a 
miracle. According to the best estimates the data 
system of a human being has the potential of no 
less than 10 billion pieces of information; 10 billion 
separate entries. If printed out, this information 
would need at least 1,000 volumes of 500 pages 
each. The shocker is that this whole data system, 
this library of information with its billions of 
complexly interrelated messages is contained in 
such a minute space that it is invisible to any but 
the most sensitive electron microscopes. 

From this infinitely small data system the 
mystery of human existence is spelled out, second 
after second and day after day until man’s destiny 
has been fulfilled. 


What is offered is not so much an accomplished 
fact as it is an awareness of the vast storehouse of 
possibilities open to the freedom and creativity of 
the person. 

God is back of us, in time, assuring our identity. 
But He is also before us, completing the work He 
has begun. He has made us something, or He 
wants to enable us to become something. 

What God intended for us we frustrated. We took 
His possibilities and made them impossible. In 
some ways we destroyed our inheritance. But He 
did not give us up. He became like us to show what 
He intended with us. He modeled the intention, but 
we destroyed the model. However, God did not 
leave it destroyed. 

Because He loved us, He restored it. It is now not 
only an example, but our inheritance in light. It is 
Christ in us, the hope of glory (Col. 1:27). It is our 
future. 

What potential there is for every living soul, 
often revealed through the faithfulness of a 
teacher. What endless opportunities we have in the 
ministry of Christian education. 

“The whole creation is on tiptoe to see the 
wonderful sight of the sons of God coming into their 
own.’ Yes, we are programmed for greatness! 

Reverend John Bowers 
National Director of 
Youth and Christian Education 


Mount Vernon Bible College in 
Mount Vernon, Ohio is celebrating 
its 20th Anniversary with the open- 
ing of this year’s Fall semester 
which took place August 22. The 
Fall semester, with all classes in 
session, began in the following 
Foursquare Bible Colleges on Sept. 
6: LIFE Bible Colleges (Los An- 
geles, Ca. and Vancouver, Can.) 
and the Spanish Bible College 
(Denver, Colo.). 

The Associated Student Body 
annual retreat of LIFE Bible Col- 
lege, Los Angeles campus, was 
held at Camp Cedar Crest on Sept. 
co i 


The Temple Christian Academy 
of Moline, Ill. Gospel Temple 
began its first semester of classes 
this month, reports Pastor Charles 
Hollis. The expected enrollment of 
200 attend classes from Kindergar- 
ten through 10th grade. Mr. Wil- 
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liam Olmstead serves as principal 
of the school. 


Church Growth and Evangelism 
Director, Donald L. McGregor will 
conduct seminars in the following 
Foursquare churches during the 
month of September: Chicago, III.; 
New Castle, Ind.; Ferndale, Mich.; 
and Santa Ana, Ca. He will partici- 
pate in the Labor Day Conference 
conducted in Moline, III. 

Pastor Gary Musgrove of Ange- 
lus Temple reports the following 
special guests in recent months: 
Rev. Arthur Blessitt, world- 
renouned ‘‘street preacher’’; Lar- 
nelle Harris, noted singer and 
musician; and Rev. James Wors- 
sold, World Pentecostal Conference 
representative for New Zealand. 

During the recent illness of Rev. 
James Inglis, Pastor of the Braw- 
ley, Ca. Foursquare Church, the 
Greater Brawley Ministerial Asso- 
ciation supplied speakers for the 


Foursquare Church’s Sunday even- 
ing services until Rev. Inglis was 
able to fill his pulpit. The pastors 
and congregation of the Brawley 
Church are grateful to the Minis- 
terial Association for this demon- 
stration of love extended to them. 
Kevin M. Ranaghan, Chairman 
of the Planning Committee for the 
1977 Conference on Charismatic 
Renewal in the Christian Churches, 
reports 45,000 Charismatic Chris- 
tians present at Arrowhead Stadi- 
um in Kansas City, Mo. on the 
opening night of the Conference, 
held July 20-24. (4) 


PRESENT WITH THE LORD 


Wilbur O. Bennett, Martha Brec- 
kenridge, Carlus A. Canady, Helen 
F. Krienke, Harold Myers, Lula 
Pearl Smith, Thelma Willingham. 
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INSIDE OUI FOURSQUARE FAMILY: 


COMMUNITY CONCERN: 


UFW Women 
Sponsor Bloodmobile 


The United Foursquare 
Women of the Dixon, III. 
Foursquare Church sponsored 
the first Red Cross Bloodmobile 
in Lee County in November, 1971 
at the Foursquare church. The 
members have been actively 
engaged in working in the 
program ever since. 

Sponsoring a Bloodmobile 
involves providing a location, 
refreshments for donors and 
workers, and calling blood 
donors to meet the day’s quota. 
The UFW has sponsored a 
Bloodmobile several times at the 
church and provided 
refreshments on several 
occasions at other locations 
including the local hospital and 
college. 

Some members of the UFW 
have worked in almost every 
Bloodmobile program in the 
county since its inception. They 
have served as typists, labelers, 
blood packers and escorts. 
Pastor Mary Ewbank is proud of 
the community service rendered 
by the ladies of the UFW. 


CHURCH: 


Decatur, Illinois Church 
Committed to Earth Station 


Pastor Harold Helms of the 


: Decatur, Ill. Foursquare Church 
_ reports that the Decatur Church’s 


Christian TV Station, Channel 6, 
has recently committed itself to 
the purchase of an Earth Station. 
At present, Channel 6 is the only 
church-related TV station in the 


_ world that has purchased an 
_ Earth Station. 
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It will now be possible for 
Channel 6 to present live 
programs from other Christian 
television networks which are 
located across the country. In 
this way the best in Christian 
programming will be provided, 
thus counteracting derogatory 
programming provided on 
commercial networks. The Earth 
Station is expected to be 
operative by the Fall. 


Church Dedication Day 
Rhinelander, Wisconsin 


The day of dedication of the 
newly constructed edifice of the 
Rhinelander, Wis. Foursquare 
Church was atime of great 
rejoicing and culmination of 
three years of prayer and 
planning, reports Pastor Robert 
Anderson. The new building, 
which seats 300, houses Sunday 
School rooms and a fellowship 
hall in the lower level. 

Guest speaker for the morning 
Dedication Service was District 
Supervisor L. T. Charter. A 
fellowship and open house was 
held in the afternoon with the 
evening service highlighting 
testimonies from the 
congregation and friends as they 
recalled the early days of the 
church’s ministry. Among those 
sharing was Mrs. Kathryn 
Hendrickson Sleenan, one of the 
two ladies who held street 
meetings in Rhinelander in 1932 
from which the Rhinelander 
Church began. District Sunday 
School Director, Rev. M. R. 
Evans, brought the evening 
message. 


Bull Ring Crusade 
Nogales, Sonora, Mexico 


Only three years old, the 
Nogales, Sonora, Mex. 
Foursquare Church (another 
result of the outreach ministry of 
the Prescott, Az. Church) 
recently conducted a two-day 
Crusade in the town’s bull ring 
with Evangelist Jack Harris. 

The nightly attendance 
averaged over 1,000, reports 
Pastor Sergio Gaxiola, and about 
150 were saved during the 
two-day revival. Many were also 
recipients of God’s power, 
demonstrated in physical healing 
and deliverance from the chains 
of sin. One man, who was deaf 
for 12 years, received his 
hearing. Another, who used 
crutches all his life, walked in his 
own strength. 

As a follow up to the Crusade, 
a week’s Bible Teaching 
Conference was conducted by 
Revs. Wayman Mitchell and Jack 
Harris. 
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HEADQUARTER’S 
MINISTRIES: 


John Bowers to Head 
National Department of Youth 
and Christian Education 


President Rolf K. McPherson 
announces the appointment of 
Rev. John Bowers to the 
directorship of the National 
Department of Youth and 
Christian Education. 

Rev. Bowers brings with him 
to this leadership position 21 
years of ministry which 
includes: pioneering and 
pastoring in the Southeast, 
Eastern and Southern California 
Districts; part-time instructor at 
Mount Vernon Bible College 
and; eleven years Administrative 
Assistant and Director of Adult 
Ministries in the Department of 
Youth and Christian Education. 
Rev. Bower’s wife, Betty, has 
served in the Department, 
simultaneously, in various 
capacities. [4] 
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NIEVYPOIN: 


This material is an edited version of portions of What is a 
Family?, copyright© 1975 by Edith Schaeffer. Published by 
Fleming H. Revell Company. This treatment is excerpted 
from the booklet What Is a Family?, based on the original 
publication and prepared by Family Concern, Inc. in 
connection with the Continental Congress on the Family. 
Edith Schaeffer is a distinguished Christian author and 
lecturer. She is the wife of Dr. Francis Schaeffer of L’Abri 
Fellowship in Switzerland. 


The second in a series of two articles on the 
Christian family. By Edith Schaeffer 
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The question “What is a family?” is a very 
basic one. No simple answer is available, nor 
are there merely several answers. A family is a 
complex blending of relationships, and an 
interaction of personalities,‘minds and emo- 
tions. 


SHELTER AND SAFETY 


From birth to death a human being needs 
shelter—a home. The home must have a 
homemaker—someone needs to work to fill the 
physical and intellectual needs of the other 
members of the family. The home and the 
family are meant to provide shelter and safety. 
A shelter is a place to run to in times of need. 
Someone in the family will always be giving 
more time and effort than someone else, at 
different times. No two-way relationship is ever 
equal. Therefore, one must give without 
constant expectation of return. Along with this 
basic resolve, one needs to ask the Lord for His 
help, moment by moment. 


CENTER FOR HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS 


Human relationships will always exist. 
People must treat other people in some way, 
whether it is badly or well. The family should 
be the formation center for human relation- 
ships. The understanding that people are 
important must be learned at an early age. 
Children should be taught that human beings 
are made in the image of God and are, 
therefore, very special in the universe. It is 
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important that they learn by example 
examples that are in line with what the Bibl 
teaches. 

At least one person in a relationship mus 
take the initiative for trying to solve 
communication problem, whether it be < 
disagreement or thoughtlessness on the part o 
one of the people involved. Someone must seé¢ 
that the solution is not to go separate ways, bu 
to work together to improve the relationship 
No one is perfect. To insist upon perfection—o 
nothing—will always result in having nothing. 


The truth of the existence of the Creator God 
was meant to be handed down from father and 
mother to children, from grandparents tc 
grandchildren. 


RELAY OF TRUTH 


Communication with God Himself, as 
natural solution when help is needed, must be 
observed by the children when they enter a 
room and see their parents praying sponta 
neously for specific needs. Children need to 
know that their parents really seek God's 
answers for practical needs as well as spiritua 
ones. 

Family conversation is very important i 
teaching actual truth. Real communication is a 
two-way interaction of questions and answers 
Children need intelligent, honest answers to 
their questions. Parents are disobedient to God 
when they do not hand down truth to the next 
generation. It is not just the responsibility of th 
church or the Sunday school. Of course it is 
important to find the right church, but this 
cannot and should not replace the reality of th 
day-by-day teaching that the family must 
provide. 


AN ECONOMIC UNIT 


A family is an economic unit. The balance 
between affluence and poverty is a matter 
between the individuals and God. Work 
involved in providing the necessities of life 
needs to be shared in the family. Yet a famil 
must not become so caught up in providing 
economic needs that they forget the importance 
of family life. Time slips away too swiftly tq 
waste it by being too concentrated on things 
rather than on people. 

Because the human family is a tiny picture o 
the whole Family of God, putting the Lord firs 
will actually mean putting the family before al 
else at times. A family is a mobile strung 
together with invisible threads—delicate, easil 
broken at first, but growing stronger throug 
the years. A family—knowing always that if 
thread sags or breaks, help is available from the 
Expert—the Father—to whom the whole 
Family in heaven and earth is related. (4) 
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Rick McReynolds began the crusade in 1975 which was 
instrumental in causing the citizens of Aledo, Illinois to 
realize the dangers of the Hare Krishna cult and thus express 
their sentiment against the Hare Krishna school being moved 
from Dallas, Texas to Aledo. The move to Aledo never took 
place. (This story, which received national news coverage, 
was reported in the January-February, 1976 ADVANCE.) 


It was during his high school years that Rick 
McReynolds thought, “Maybe there is a God 
and maybe there isn't.” 

Born and raised in Moline, Illinois, Rick, 
now 28 years old, did not have the advantages 
of a Christian home but did attend Sunday 
School as a small child. However, he soon 
became a church dropout, but would occasion- 
ally attend church during his junior and high 
school years. During this period he never really 
thought much about God or spiritual things. 

Following high school and four years in the 
Air Force, Rick played in an acid-rock group 
and experienced with drugs for the next five 
years. One day the group’s drummer was 
reading one of three Hare Krishna books which 
they consider their Holy Scriptures. After 
dropping acid, Rick began to read this book, as 
did other members of the group, and soon they 
were caught up in the Hare Krishna doctrine. 

Wanting fellowship with other members of 
the movement, the group made a trip to the 
Hare Krishna Temple in Chicago. As Rick and 
his friends were not beginners but were already 
acquainted with the philosophies and chants of 
the Krishna religion, they were invited to speak 
with the Temple President. At this meeting they 
spent three hours sharing the philosophies of 
Hare Krishna. Rick and other members of the 
rock group made many trips to Chicago for 
fellowship and to receive further teaching. 


One day as the group was sitting in a car, 
drummer—Ed Burk, read to them the parable 
of the Ten Virgins. Although, at the time, Rick 
did not know that this book was the Bible, he 
seemed to understand the message of the 
parable. “We always believed that Jesus was a 
way to God, and many times in our discussions 
we would say that if the Hare Krishna move- 
ment ever said that Jesus wasn’t the Son of 
God, we would get out,” shares Rick. “We all 
believed Jesus was a way, but we didn’t know 
that He was the Way.” 


An interest in the Bible was born that day in 
Rick’s heart and soon after he attended a Jesus 
People concert in Davenport, Iowa. Rick felt 
that he would be accepted by the Jesus People 
because he worshipped God, although in 
another way. One of the girls participating in 
the concert, who once lived in the Hare Krishna 
Temple, shared her testimony of conversion to 
‘Christ. 

On his way home from the concert Rick 
asked Christ into his heart and life. 


ee ee - 
Continuing to read the Bible, Rick soon 
realized he needed Christian fellowship. Just 
two weeks after his conversion, he attended 
Moline Gospel Temple. From the very onset, as 
Rick observed the believers praising God with 
uplifted hands, he knew that here was where he 
belonged. Rick has been attending Moline 
Gospel Temple ever since. 

Burdened for his former friends in the rock 
group who were still involved in the Hare 
Krishna religion, Rick spent several hours one 
evening with Ed Burk, pointing out from God's 
Word where the Hare Krishna philosophies are 
in conflict with the truths of the Bible. Two 
weeks later, Ed and his wife attended a Moline 
Gospel Temple service and responded to the 
altar call, accepting Christ as their personal 
Savior. One month later, Ed and his wife joined 
Rick in sharing from God's Word, the truths of 
Christ to a third member of the rock group. 


That very evening they evidenced the truth of 
Psalm 119:130, “The entrance of thy words 
giveth light” as the darkness was dispelled from 
the eyes of Jim and Marlo Greer and they, too, 
accepted Christ into their hearts and lives. Jim 
and Marlo soon joined the fellowship of the 
Moline Church. 

Pastor Hollis shares that it has been a joy to 
watch what the Lord has been doing in all their 
lives since that time. “They are well disci- 
plined,” states Dr. Hollis, “and very coopera- 
tive, and in every way a part of the church 
fellowship.” Ed Burk and Jim Greer and their 
wives serve on the Sunday School teaching 
staff. 

God has joined together these former 
members of the rock group, and several others 
into a folk-singing group. “The Lord has 
opened doors of ministry to us in various 
churches in Illinois and Iowa,” states Rick. “We 
are given an opportunity to minister to young 
people as we sing and share our testimonies of 
conversion.” Rick composes many of the songs 
the group sings. 

Pastor Charles Hollis states that Rick is a 
strong influence for the Lord with the young 
married people and single youth in the church's 
College Department. Rick thanks God for the 
day he was called “out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.” (4) 
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“Grace” group members 


(Lto R): 


Jim Greer, Julie 


Barker, Rick and Beth 
McReynolds and Ed Burk. 


PEOPLE: 
Rick 


Mc 


Reynolds 
and the Folk 


Singers in 


“G 


race”’ 


Oe 


By Howard P. 
Courtney, D.D. 


boll BLESSED/AARE THE FLEXIBEE 


One of the most thrilling events of David's 
life is connected with the bringing up of the Ark 
found in I] Samuel, chapter 6. 

As is so often the case, this has the element of 
victory and defeat, success and failure, trial and 
error emphasizing the vital importance of 
always tapping into God's promise, “And the 
Lord shall guide thee continually” (Isa. 58:11). 

When David tried to bring the ark up the first 
time it seems incredible that he did not know 
better or that one of the priests, prophets, or 
counsellors did not warn him of the danger of 
failing to do so correctly and according to the 
instructions of the Lord. By putting the Ark on 
a cart, pulled by oxen, a zealous, innocent 
young man was killed when he touched the 
Ark. 

David, therefore, stunned, shocked, and 
shaken by this tragedy, for the moment, pulled 
back from the project. 

Apparently he checked out this matter 
carefully and discovered the proper manner of 
handling the Ark. Carefully they went about 
the process of moving it, and to their great 
relief and joy everything was going smoothly 
and every indication was that the project would 
be a success with God's blessing upon it. 

It appears that suddenly David realized this 
as well as the fact that the Ark would finally be 
brought into Jerusalem. The tremendous heart 
emotion of David was filled to capacity. His 
spirit, soul and mind seemed to reach a new 
height of worship and praise. He was over- 
whelmed with a gushing forth of ecstasy. 
Suddenly he was leading the procession in a 
startling manner described in verse 14—“‘And 
David danced before the Lord with all his 
might,” 


How David carried on can only be imagined 
as this king, hero, spiritual giant and prince of 
praise, song, worship and adoration gave his 
whole strength and energy, without reserva- 
tion. Nothing was withheld as he physically 
manifested, with exuberance, the mighty 
inward emotions that fired his heart. 

This triggered off a series of unexpected 
events full of pathos, sadness, heartache and 
sorrow that is full of meaning for all of us 
today. Michal, the wife of his youth, saw this 
outward manifestation of his fiery burning 
heart. Never having felt what David experi- 
enced, and judging him by her own experience 
and spiritual involvement, Michal’s attitude is 
described in verse 16, “and she despised him in 
her heart.” This is a natural, predictable 
reaction of a person out of tune, out of touch 
and out of sympathy with such a new and total 
involvement in the things of God. 
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Michal, not satisfied with her feeling, but so 
strongly moved in her contempt of David's 
display before the Ark and the people, cut 
David to the heart with her mocking, cold, icy, 
unfeeling, unsympathetic words, “What a fool 
you have made of yourself today!” or as the 
Scriptures declare it: 

“And Michal the daughter of Saul came out 

to meet David, and said, How glorious was 

the king of Israel to day, who uncovered 
himself to day in the eyes of the handmaids 
of his servants, as one of the vain fellows 

shamelessly uncovered himself” (verse 20). 

David, with his spirit caught up on the wings 
of divine inspiration, his heart flushed with the 
joy of the Lord, and his excitement over a long- 
prayed-for and planned-for victory, was cut to 
the quick. He lashed back at her and retaliated 
with words that doomed her to go down to her 
grave in disgrace (verses 21-23). 

Thus, in a moment (or few moments at best) 
during this harsh confrontation, Michal lost the 
man who had risked his life at great odds to win 
her and who demanded of Abner that her 
return to him be a condition for meeting 
together to transfer the loyalty of the tribes of 
Israel from the house of Saul to the house of 
David. 


Davia, in turn, lost the wife of his youth, the 
young woman who had saved his life when her 
father, Saul, would have killed him; a young 
woman who as far as the record is concerned 
never swerved in her loyalty to David in the 
many sad, bitter, harsh and heartbreaking 
years that he had endured while in exile. 

The real tragedy of this event was that it 
never had to be. In this case Michal and David 
were both right and both were, in a sense, 
wrong. As I have often said through the years, 
“It is not enough to be right, but we must also 
do the right thing at the right time in the right 
manner and the right spirit in order to do the 
maximum good and the minimum damage to 
God's cause.” 

Though I have never expressed it publicly, I 
have often groaned in my spirit when reading 
this portion of Scripture and have heard myself 
say, “Oh, Michal, don’t say it. Don’t put your 
thoughts into verbal expression.” But after she 
verbally poured forth her feelings, I have 
spoken aloud, “Oh, David, do not respond 
harshly to her cruel, unsympathetic words as 
the damage will be irrevocable and irrepara- 
ble!” 

I have often wondered if David, who was a 
fair, thoughtful and gracious man with deep 
feelings, affection and appreciation for Michal 


(who was a strong and intelligent King’s 
daughter) did not later wish he had, instead, 
dealt with her cruel, cold outburst of verbal 
contempt with kindness, gentleness, under- 
standing and charity, knowing in himself that 
she did not have the same spiritual awareness 
and appreciation for the dynamic consciousness 
of the abiding presence of God that he 
possessed. 


Note that this was a problem, not of 
worship, but of methods of worship. Michal 
faced a social, cultural, emotional, family 
shock and her reaction was hard, cold, cynical, 
icy and sarcastic which manifested itself in an 
outburst of verbal brutality that literally 
outraged David's sensitive, tender spirit. There 
is no mention of David ever again rejoicing and 
praising God in such abandon. It may well be 
that the damage Michal did to David left a 
permanent scar and could well have hindered 
him in yielding fully to the moving of God's 
Spirit in other ways. 

Today we have circumstances that might 
well be another phase of what happened to 
Michal and David. 

God is pouring out His Spirit in so many and 
unprecedented ways that it is simply breath- 
taking. Some are adopting methods of doing 
things that are highly successful yet often pose a 
tremendous threat to those who do things 
differently and who react differently to the 
leading, guiding and touch of the Spirit of God. 

How shall we handle this precious, but 
explosive situation? Shall we, like David, give 
ourselves to total expression—total to the 


extent that David did when he “danced before: 


the Lord with all his might?” Or, on the other 


hand, shall we, if we find it different than what 
we have done or are doing, “despise” our 
_ brethren and deal with them in harsh, distrust- 
ing judgment that cuts off and mars any hope of 
- fellowship, mutual trust, help and understand- 
ing? Shall we have a confrontation—a final, 
irreversible, profane judgment of each other 
that forever separates us, with little or no 


possibility of contributing to each other or 
helping or learning from each other? 


! cannot but believe there is a better, higher, 
finer, and more constructive way to meet the 


_ breathtaking challenges of today, Yes, the way 
_ of the Spirit of God Who is able to make us 
gentle when we could be harsh, peacemakers 


when we could justify ourselves in being other- 
wise, and helpful when we could be harmful. 
The damage for time and eternity in spiritually, 
sensitive areas by insensitive attitudes, com- 
ments and attack is almost beyond calculation 
or description. 

It is one of the great miracles of God how a 


Shall we let irreversible 
judgments forever 
separate us, or shall we 
contribute, help and 
learn from one another? 


warm, charitable spirit will cover a world of 
misunderstanding! 

With God's mighty power being manifested 
in such diverse and marvelous ways it is well to 
remember: “Love suffereth long, and is kind;” 
“We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren;” 
“Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called the children of God.” 

Often we have only one opportunity to fruit- 
fully participate in great, historical events that 
are the making of spiritual history. Let us by 
God's grace know the days in which we live; 
know what the Spirit is saying to the Church, 
and lean heavily upon such glorious promises 
of the living God, such as: “And the Lord shall 
guide thee continually.” 


Godly people can often be very mature in 
some phases of His work and extremely, 
shockingly immature in others. Let us rejoice 
when this strength and maturity is manifested 
and be patient in cases of apparent immaturity. 

There are strong indications in view of what 
the Lord is doing today that it requires a new 
dimension and extra portion of charity, gentle- 
ness and understanding. This is a day when we 
need to be as “wise as serpents, and harmless as 
doves” and to remember that, “BLESSED ARE 
THE FLEXIBLE FOR THEY SHALL NOT BE 
BROKEN.” 


STEWARDSHIP: 


REMEMBER YOUR CHURCH 
IN YOUR WILL 
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“You can't take it with you, but you can 
say to whom it is given.” 

For information on “Wills and Estate 
Planning”, write: 


Stewardship & Estate Planning 
1100 Glendale Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90026 
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The story of these miracles really begins in a 
little home where a mother with a newborn 
baby lay very ill. In the dark hours of the night, 
a voice awoke the mother’s eight year old 
daughter, Helen, out of a sound sleep, saying, 


__) “If you will lay hands on the sick, I will heal 
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Pastors, Rev. Paul and Helen Blair. 


them.” The little girl jumped out of bed and 
looked under it to see if she had heard her 
brother speaking. Not finding him, she got 
back in bed. Again, as the boy Samuel of old 
heard the voice of the Lord calling him, she 
heard the Lord repeating His words to her. This 
time she ran into her mother’s bedroom, and 
prayed for her. Instantly the pain was gone and 
the mother was completely healed. 


God has fulfilled His word over and over in 
Helen Blair's life. In later years, together with 
her husband, Paul, she enjoyed years of fruitful 
ministry, experiencing the miraculous power of 
God in ministering to both spiritual and 
material needs. II] health forced them to retire, 


” leaving the beautiful tabernacle they had built 


in Tallahassee, Florida. At least, they intended 
to retire, but God had a different view of 
things, and again His hand was laid upon these 
yielded lives. 


House for sale 


It came about with a locked steering wheel on 
Highway 301 in Belleview, Florida. Helen Blair 
was driving with a friend to show her a house 
that was for sale when the steering wheel on her 
new car tightened up, making it very difficult to 
steer. She guided the car to the side of the road, 
and as she and her friend looked about, they 
saw an old frame house badly in need of paint 
and repairs. Helen felt impelled to get out and 
look the house over. Bewildered, her friend 
asked, “Is this the house you wanted me to 
consider buying?” Helen didn’t answer at first, 
for the Lord was speaking to her very clearly at 
that moment; “This is where a Foursquare 
church will be built!” 

As Helen shared this, her friend reminded her 
of her three heart attacks and of her other 
illness. “Someone younger and stronger could 
do this kind of work,” she remarked. “And 
weren't the beautiful buildings they had already 
built enough?” 

But God wasn’t through speaking. Clearly 
came His words to Helen; “J have dwelt in 
temples, I have dwelt in synagogues, I have 
dwelt in tabernacles, and I have dwelt in tents. 
But will you build me a house?” They walked 
around the dilapidated dwelling, which was 
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anything but promising. Yet, there 
four-lane highway going out from Belle 
Tampa. That was worth considering. 

As they thoughtfully got back in the c 
found that the steering gear worked pe 
They knew this was holy ground, fo 
times God had repeated His words aski 
to build Him a church at that exact sp 
Scripture came to her in Joel 2:28-29; “. 
pour out of my spirit upon all flesh; a 
sons and your daughters shall prophes 
old men shall dream dreams, your you 
shall see visions; And also upon the g 
and upon the handmaids in those da 
pour out my spirit.” Helen Blair’s ans 
“Lord, I'll do my best!” 

This was the beginning of God's 
evidenced in every aspect of this 
Renewed to the Blairs was the knowlec 
God not only performs His miracles 
spiritual realm—in salvation and deli 
for the body, soul and spirit of man, 
also provides thrilling miracles in the 
realm of foundations, walls, shingles, 
and all the physical work necessary to 
a place of worship for believers. Fou 
were the beginning of this church. Eve 
actual purchase of the little house, Goc 
was evident. Many times it appeared th 
was going to sell it to someone else, but 
they believed, and God kept it for His p 
As the purchase was finalized, the cz 
there at just the right time. : 

The little group of believers grey 
together they remodeled the little hous¢ 
place of worship. In just three monthq 
debt free. | 

Miraculous healings were the comm@ 
not the exception. The president of a lod 
was healed of cancer on the muscle of 
arm. This was a great testimony to t 
doctors, for the physicians involve 


before surgery, that it was cancerous. 
the growth was removed it was not 
ant. 


Rattlesnake bite 


yy was bitten by a six-foot rattlesnake, 
, dying in the hospital. A Nurse’s Aide 
; parents of a preacher who would pray 
ir boy. When Helen Blair was called and 
‘parents, they voiced their opposition to 
a of a woman preacher, but were soon 
r knees crying out to God. When Sister 
ntered the Intensive Care room, God's 
-hand was laid on the dying boy and he 
stantly healed. Every doctor on the floor 
led to come and check the boy, and they 
ymazed at what their eyes saw. The 
+ no longer hearing the moans and cries 

boy, was certain he was dead; but, 
|, he was resting and able to walk and to 
\ourishment. 


her young lady, healed of cancer, was 
give birth to a lovely baby girl. One 
id been in a wreck and had an injured 
hat would draw her head back to her 
was wonderfully healed. 

God spoke again to Helen Blair, giving 
» exact dimensions of the building He 
| built on this property. They were 
ed that God gave the exact directions to 
vants and craftsmen in the building of 
ernacle in the wilderness. As in Exodus 
d filled the workmen with “the spirit of 
1 wisdom, and in understanding, and in 
dge, and in all manner of workman- 


Blairs took the dimensions that God had 
hem to a contractor. As the contractor 
2d, his wife reminded him of some 
es he had made to God. So he took the 
ions, drew the plans, and they began the 
The actual building of the sanctuary 
me year and seven months. As God's 
se was evidenced to the children of Israel 
wilderness with a cloud by day and a 
of fire by night, so God’s hand was 
present through the hard labor of actual 
iction. 


Summer tornado 


of the elderly men of the church was 
ig on the construction and had a heart 
It appeared he was gone. He was taken 
ambulance to the hospital where the 
s said he was experiencing a fatal heart 
But in answer to believing prayer, he 
uised up and continues to serve God, 
dresent in every service when the doors 


‘n times of need would arise and their 
2s would be depleted, the word of the 


Lord would come to the Blairs—‘‘Don't worry. 
I own it all!” He would supply the need. 


Many times before the roof was on, it would 
appear that rain was coming. As they prayed, 
the rain would be stayed, though it was during 
the rainy, summer season. One day, just after 
the roof was on, a tornado approached. The 
workers stood on the outside of the building, 
and as they saw it approaching, they asked God 
to stop the tornado. One-half mile before it got 
to them, it stopped and made a right turn, went 
three-fourths of a mile and then made a left turn 
back in the same direction it had been going. 
They felt hardly a breeze at the new church. 


Whenever they shopped for furnishings and 
fixtures, God would guide them, as the 
Scripture says in Isaiah 30:21—“‘And thine ears 
shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is 
the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right 
hand, and when ye turn to the left.” They 
would hear the voice of the Lord—“This is it” 
or a definite “No.” At one point, Helen 
observed the most beautiful chandelier she had 
ever seen, and asked the price. As the clerk 
said, “$1,000”, God said, “That's it!” Helen's 
reply was, “I'll take six!” 


Dedication day 


At last, Dedication Day came. What a time 
of rejoicing! President Rolf K. McPherson was 
present with District Supervisor Glenn Burris 
and Divisional Superintendent Lloyd Post. The 
church was filled to capacity. The glory of the 
Lord filled the sanctuary as the people rejoiced 
together over God’s marvelous workings in 
their midst. The building, valued at $185,000, 
has a debt of less than $43,000. Not only has 
the Lord’s blessing been evidenced in the 
construction and in the lives of many, many 
people, but it is also evident that every business 
that helped in the construction of this church, 
God has blessed. 

There is yet another miracle to add. One 
evening following a counselling session and 
prayer, the Lord gave Sister Blair a vision, 
showing her tables, stainless steel cabinets, 
coffee urns, stoves and even refrigerators. It 
was a beautiful recreation and fellowship hall 
which she saw. This will be the next project of 
the Belleview congregation. 

God has a perfect plan and design for all His 
creation. For every one of us there is a path that 
is His perfect will. If we will listen carefully, He 
will reveal it to us in every dimension, just as 
He did to Reverend Helen Blair beside the 
highway in Belleview, Florida. [4] 


Anita Faulkner has served 34 years in Foursquare 
ministry with her pastor-husband. She has compiled 
from her various writings, dramas, and programs, 
“Anita’s Helps”, now in use in many denominations 
throughout the United States. 
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Led to this house in 1971, it became 
the site of anew Foursquare church, 
born under the leadership of Paul and 
Helen Blair. New sanctuary was 
dedicated in 1976. 


Right: Prayer of 
reaffirmation offered at 
50th Anniversary 
Service. Below: (L to R) 
Pastor Ronald May 
accepts plaque of 
recognition to Dover 
Church from General 
Supervisor M.E. 
Nicholls and District 
Supervisor Howard 
Clark on behalf of the 
International Board of 
Directors. (See story 
this page.) 
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DOVER, OHIO FOURSQUARE CHURC 
CELEBRATES GOLDEN JUBILEE 


The weekend of June 3, 4 and 5 was one of 
“Remembrance and Reaffirmation” at the 
Dover, Ohio Foursquare Gospel Church. 
Pastor Ronald May reports that the presence 
and participation of honored guests, General 
Supervisor and Mrs. Merrill E. Nicholls and 
Eastern District Supervisor and Mrs. Howard 
W. Clark were most appreciated and aided 
greatly in making this special weekend both 
significant and inspirational. 

In October of 1921, Aimee Semple McPher- 
son, Founder of the Foursquare Denomination, 
was used of God in a great city-wide, revival 
campaign in Canton, Ohio. A group from the 
Dover-New Philadelphia area (30 miles south 
of Canton) were saved and filled with the Holy 
Spirit and returned home from those meetings 
with a new-found vision. For six years they met 
in several temporary locations in New Phila- 
delphia. 

During these years, as the Foursquare 
Organization was discovering its identity, 
corresponding development was taking place in 
this Ohio community. In 1922, when the term 
Foursquare burst on the scene, they became so 
identified. Representatives from this local 
church journeyed to be present at the 1923 
dedication of Angelus Temple. Thus several 
members of this congregation were among the 
graduates of the first Evangelistic and Mission- 
ary Training Institute of June, 1923. These 
Institutes were the forerunner of LIFE Bible 
College which began that same year. 


It was in June of 1927 that the church moved 
to the corner of Cross Street and Slingluff 
Avenue in Dover. This year—June of 1977— 
marked 50 years of ministry going forth from 
this location. Emphases of this three-day 
celebration included: Friday night—“A Church 
Is Born”; Saturday evening—“Honoring For- 
mer Pastors” and; Sunday morning a great 
service of “Reaffirmation”. 

The church felt it important to publicly 
acknowledge God’s grace toward them and 
those who have been faithful to that grace and 
to reaffirm their commitment to God’s purpose 
in and through them. Theme Scripture for the 
Dedication Services was Psalm 102:28, “The 
children of thy servants shall continue, and 
their seed shall be established before thee". {4 
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REPLY FROM THE PRESIDENT 


The convention body of the 1977 Interna- 
tional Foursquare Convention approved a 
resolution which was sent in letter form by Dr. 
Rolf K. McPherson to President Jimmy Carter, 
the White House, Washington, D.C. (See July- 
August, 1977 ADVANCE). 

The following reply was received by Dr. 
McPherson from President Carter: 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


June 8, 1977 


To Dr. Rolf McPherson 


I am grateful for the letter you sent on 
behalf of the ministers and delegates who 
attended your convention. 


It is a great source of strength and en- 
couragement to know that I have the prayers 
and support of my fellow citizens. 


Sincerely, 
_ 


The Reverend Rolf K. McPherson, D.D. 

President 

International Church of the 
Foursquare Gospel 

Angelus Temple 

1100 Glendale Boulevard 


Los Angeles, California 90026 


“That which we have seen and heard 
declare we unto you...“ 


“Declaring the Faith” 


NATIONAL YOUTH WEEK 
September 19 — 25 
FOURSQUARE YOUTH DAY 
September 25 


Today’s youth are looking for a challenge to commit 
their lives to. The Holy Spirit is calling hundreds and 
thousands of young people to commit themselves to 

the challenge of “Declaring the Faith” in the ‘70's. 


September 25 is the day Foursquare churches will be 
honoring our young people and receiving an offering 
for the National Youth Department. Please give with 
an open heart. Your offering will help to keep this 
vital ministry growing. 


Department of Youth & Christian Education 
1100 Glendale Bivd., 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90026 


How You Can Receive a Christian College 
Education by Correspondence 


The following article was prepared by Dr. Charles E. Tate, Director of LIFE Bible College's 


Correspondence Department. 


Thousands have enjoyed studies from LIFE 
Bible College while still at home. Over 8,000 
students have studied the Bible through: the 
Correspondence Department of LIFE Bible 
College. This department was organized short- 
ly after the College opened in 1923 and people 
from all over the world have taken advantage 
of this College by mail. Currently, over 800 are 
enrolled in correspondence courses. These 
include people who for personal reasons cannot 
attend one of the campus schools but want the 
benefit of Bible class work. 

Different persons study by correspondence 
for different reasons. Some study to improve 
their knowledge of the Bible and for spiritual 
growth alone. Others study for improvement in 
training for Christian service, or for advanced 
credit in the resident colleges. 

Testimonies of students who recently com- 
pleted courses by Correspondence include the 
following: 

“This is the last of my course. I just wanted to 
tell you and everyone at LIFE that I have 
enjoyed the entire studies and to thank you for 
your time and kindness.” 

N. W., Chambersburg, Pa. 


“This course [Personal Evangelism] has made 
it easy and comfortable in witnessing to others, 
even my family members. As a result, I am a 
happier Christian. Thanks for the course!” 

S. B., Los Angeles, Ca. 


“IT enjoyed this course [Pentateuch] very 
much. God is teaching me so many things 
through this study. Thank you so much for 
having it.” 

L. A., Miles City, Mo. 


“Tl am very grateful to have had the oppor- 
tunity to study this course [the Holy Spirit]. My 
mind is being enlightened regarding the Holy 
Spirit. Since taking this course I noticed the 
Holy Spirit is ignored in the church | attend. 
Thanks to this study, I am teaching and talking 
about the Holy Spirit and His work in my Bible 
classes in the church.” 

J. V., Pasadena, Ca. 


The people who take correspondence study, 
range from one end of the spectrum to the 
other: From a farm boy in the plains of Canada 
to a dentist in Albuquerque, New Mexico; 
from an Alaskan prisoner to a missionary in 
Hong Kong; from a person on a state 
rehabilitation program in Indiana to a business 


man in the San Fernando Valley of California. 

Joy McBirnie of Long Beach, California and a 
1977 graduate of LIFE Bible College, wrote 
concerning her correspondence study: 

“My pastor was the one who told me about 
LIFE Correspondence School. He knew that I 
could take the entire Freshman year of Bible 
College this way and then enter the College my 
second year to finish the B.A. program. This 
cuts time and cost to a minimum; an important 
advantage to the working student. 

“The textbooks covered the subjects well, 
although the inductive nature of correspon- 
dence leaves it to the student's initiative to dig 
out the facts for himself. You only get out of it 
what you put into it, but this is true in class as 
well. 

“My upper-class study was not hindered in 
any way by not being on campus my Freshman 
year. Some things were covered again, any- 
way, in other classes by way of review, and my 
interest in Bible education had motivated me 
enough to really learn from my correspondence 
study.” 

The Correspondence Department curriculum 
includes the entire first year of LIFE Bible 
College resident school. The areas of study 
include: Bible, English, Doctrine, Psychology, 
Personal Evangelism, Church Music, Christian 
Education, and Introduction to Biblical Lan- 
guages. 

In addition to the classes given for College 
credit, the department also has a list of subjects 
in special areas which may or may not be taken 
for credit, depending upon the permission from 
the individual college. These subjects are 
offered for special or advanced training in 
certain areas. They include: Bible—Hebrew 
History, or the Historical Books; Doctrine—15 
units of Biblical doctrine; Christian Educa- 
tion—Educational Psychology and Church 
Teaching Ministries; Pastoral Training— 
Counseling, Pastoral Theology and Expository 
Preaching. Also offered are Missions, Modern 
Cults, Western Civilization and Church His- 
tory. 


You may feel the urge, need or call from God 
to further your Bible and Christian education. 
Here is the opportunity to do so without 
moving, leaving your job or home. You can 
start today by studying at home by mail. For 
information write: 

LIFE Bible College 
Correspondence Department 
1115 Lemoyne Street 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90026 
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INFERRNATIONAL UPDATE 


SOUTH AMERICAN TOURS 
The Program committee for 
the forthcoming Western 
Hemisphere Foursquare Con- 
gress on Evangelism will 
meet in Panama. A sincere 
interest in your prayers for 
these planning sessions is re- 
quested. Even though the big 
event is well over a year away, 
you should be earnestly think- 
ing about what the Lord 
would have you do in relation- 
ship to it. The Western Hemi- 
sphere Foursquare Congress 
on Evangelism will be held in 
Panama City, Republic of 
Panama, November 7-12, 
1978. The _ International 
Church of the Foursquare 
Gospel will be arranging tours 
from the United States and 
Canada to this important en- 
deavor. These tours will be 
coordinated by the Foreign 
Missions Department and 
plans are for the District Su- 
pervisors in the United States 
and Canada to lead them. 
Four basic tours are planned: 


1. Depart from Los Angeles 
and Miami, Nov. 6th. Go di- 
rectly to Panama City for the 
Congress and return on Mon- 
day, Nov. 13th. 

2. Leave for Guatemala on 
Nov. 1st. Visit the work in that 
country and Nicaragua, arriv- 
ing in Panama, Nov. 6th and 
returning Nov. 13th. 

3. Leave Monday, Oct. 30th 
and visit the work in Brazil 
and Venezuela. Arrive in Pan- 
ama on Nov. 7th and return on 
the 13th. 

4. Leave on Monday, Oct. 

30th and visit the work in 
Ecuador and Colombia, arriv- 
ing in Panama, Nov. 7th and 
returning Nov. 13th. 
For more information write to 
your District Supervisor. 
These tours will be for both 
ministers and laymen. 


DATELINE: Europe 

Spain—“What a joy to see the 
desire of the many converts to 
have a deeper knowledge of 
God and to be equipped to 
witness to others,” writes 
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Missionary Robert Aguirre. 
“The Foursquare Bible Col- 
lege in Spain has begun. We 
feel this is a great step for- 
ward. There were some diffi- 
culties to face such as the late 
working hours of some. Then 
others keep changing shifts at 
work—working daylight shift 
two weeks and evening shifts 
for another two weeks. But, 
‘where there is a will there is a 
way.’ We are having classes 
two nights a week, starting at 
9 o’clock. We also have a 
morning session two days a 
week for those who have to 
change their work shifts. 
Nevertheless, we have 14 stu- 
dents enrolled and what a 
thrill to see them sacrifice to 
study God’s Word.” 


DATELINE: Asia 
Indonesia—‘‘Please, Lord, 
show us where you want us to 
begin the Foursquare work 
here in this country,” prayed 
Rev. Ted Sambire (new mis- 
sionary from the Philippines 
to Indonesia). God heard that 
heart cry and the following 
report is a testimony of His 
leading: 

Mr. and Mrs. Situmorang 
pastored an independent 
Pentecostal group. As _ lay- 
men, God had used them to 
raise up this group, yet they 
yearned for someone that 
could teach their people deep- 
er truths. Early one Sunday 
morning during devotions, 
God gave Mrs. Situmorang a 
vision. In the vision she saw a 
minister coming to their 
country and ministering to 
their people. How she re- 
joiced, for they had prayed so 
long for such help. When 
telling her husband about the 
vision she remarked, “Il hope 
God will allow me to meet this 
minister, personally.” 

That Sunday night this 
couple felt led of the Lord to 
attend a church several miles 
away. Rev. Sambire, the Phil- 
ippine missionary, had been 
invited to speak there that 
evening. He was_ already 
preaching as the couple en- 


tered the church. The woman 
grabbed ner husband’s arm 
and exclaimed, “That is the 
very man | saw in my vision!” 
So, immediately, after the 
service they made their way to 
the front to meet this mis- 
sionary. She told him of her 
vision and begged him to 
come the next Sunday morn- 
ing to preach to their people. 
When he arrived the next Sun- 
day there was a congregation 
of over 100 waiting to hear 
him. The following Sunday 
morning after preaching his 
first Foursquare message to 
them, he baptized 11 in water. 


Hong Kong—Missionary Ron 
Williams, Supervisor of this 
country, reports many victor- 
ies both in the churches and 
in the Foursquare Elementary 
and High Schools. These stu- 
dents are taught the Word of 
God, daily, and this past year 
309 young people accepted 
Christ as their Lord and Savior 
through the school program. 

As these young people 
grow in the Lord many are 
called into full-time service. A 
school of Advanced Leader- 
ship Training has been estab- 
lished and this past June the 
third term was completed. 
Twenty-six students received 
diplomas for completing 
courses in Historical Books, 
Church History and the Doc- 
trine of the Holy Spirit. During 
the last few weeks of the 
course on the Holy Spirit, 
there was a deep hunger for 
the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
among the students. Because 
of this interest this course 
was extended into the follow- 
ing month. Four have been 
gloriously ‘“endued with 
power from on high” with the 
evidence of speaking in 
tongues and even singing in 
the Spirit. Praise the Lord! 


DATELINE: The Pacific 

New Guinea—Someone put 
poison in the food of a man 
from the Kentarabu village. 
The man didn’t realize this 


Left: Missionaries to Hong 


Kong, Revs. and Mmes Ron @& 


Williams and Duane Hf 


Chumley shown with 


National Ministers. Top ’ 


right: Candidates for Water (34 


Baptism in Indonesia; Rev. 
Ted Sambire, Missionary to 
Indonesia shown with Rev. 
and Mrs. J.M. Situmorang. 

(See stories, page 12). 


and ate the food. Immediately 
he became very sick and was 
in great pain. He was about to 
die when he cried out to God 
for help. He promised to live 
for the Lord if He saved Him. 
With this simple prayer he 
began to vomit and afterwards 
he felt fine. He knew without 
a doubt that Jesus had an- 
swered his prayer, so he came 
to the Foursquare church and 
has begun working for God. 

Another testimony of how 
God changes lives from dark- 
ness to life is given in the fol- 
lowing report: During a Water 
Baptismal Service one of the 
men being baptized testified 
that he had been a man who 
practiced sorcery and did 
much harm to many people. 
He has now given all that up 
and is following Jesus, thus 
he expressed his desire to be 
baptized. The missionaries 
praise God for these testi- 
monies. 


DATELINE: Latin America 
Honduras In November, 
1974 Alonso and a friend were 
enroute to a service in Alon- 
so’s taxi when they came 
upon a family fight in the 
Street. The fight had come 
about because of the death of 
the couple’s five year old son. 
Alonso went home with the 
couple, prayed for the child 
and he was raised from the 
dead. As a result, this family 
and many others found Christ 
as their Savior. How they 
praised God that Alonso and 
his taxi came along at that 
moment. 


Once again, Taxi 529 has 
been in the right place at the 
right time. Alonso brought 
the father and his child that 
had been raised from the dead 
to church on Sunday to give 
their testimony of what God 
had done. 


The Saturday before that 
Sunday, Taxi 529 was on its 
run looking for passengers. A 
lady, who was completely 
paralyzed, and her two nieces 
stopped the taxi to ride home 
from a hospital. She had just 
been told by the doctor that 
there was nothing they could 
do for her and he felt she did 
not have long to live. Alonso 
told them, “Il know a man that 
prayed for a child that was 
dead, and God raised the 
child from the dead. The child 
will be in church tomorrow, 
along with the parents, to give 
the testimony of this mira- 
cle.” The next morning the 
two nieces were at the church 
and heard the testimony. 
They were surprised that 
Alonso was the man that had 
prayed for the child and asked 
him to come and pray for their 
paralyzed Aunt. This, Alonso 
did, and after he prayed the 
Aunt realized that she could 
move. She was healed and 
began to walk and praise the 
Lord. The entire family found 
Jesus as their Savior that day. 

Praise God that Taxi 529 
rides again with the message 
of life through Jesus Christ. 


Nicaragua — Nicaragua, a 
Central American nation with 


a population of more than 2.3 
million people, is a Spanish- 
speaking country. It is nestled 
in between Honduras and 
Costa Rica. Missionary Jerry 
King is the Supervisor of the 
Foursquare work there, which 
consists of nine churches and 
16 meeting places. 

The capital city of Managua 
continues to rebuild after the 
devastating earthquake which 
virtually destroyed it on De- 
cember 23, 1972. The new 
Central Church edifice was 
dedicated on November: 14, 
1976. Sunday School rooms 
are presently under construc- 
tion on the property, and 
these will serve as _ class- 
rooms for the Bible Institute 
which will reopen in February, 
1978. 


Supervisor King reports 
that the Lord is doing a 
marvelous, inner healing 
among the pastors and work- 
ers which is sure to aid the 
advancement and progress of 
this country. 


District Missionary Giving 
District Jan.-July, 1977 


Angelus Temple $ 70,910.64 
Eastern 70,213.47 
Eastern Canada 3,798.07 
Great Lakes 84,363.79 
Midwest 79,840.77 
Northwest 121,766.53 
South Central 34,537.97 
Southeast 30,732.49 
So. California 150,956.06 
Southwest 107,934.28 
Western 72,883.07 
Western Canada 29,822.15 
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Missionaries to 
Nicaragua, Rev. and 
Mrs. Jerry King with 
daughter, Jill. 


OPEN YOUR BIBLE: 


‘| By Reverend Kelly Meritt 


‘For then will 

| turn to the 
oeople a pure 
language 


Pastor, North Long Beach, Ca. 
Foursquare Chuch 


A The Unknown 
Tongue 


For many years, the thought of the Unknown 
Tongue has been a bit frightening to so many 
people. It is always the unknown that brings 
fear to our hearts, no matter in what area of our 
lives it happens to be. 

The word “tongue” means language, and 
language is given to us for the purpose of 
communication. Communication with each 
other, or with God is for the purpose of 
exchanging thoughts. Although repetitious at 
times, the Scriptures teach us that there are six 
different kinds of tongues: New tongues— 
Mark 16:17; cloven tongues—Acts 2:3; 
tongues of men—I Cor. 13:1; tongues of 
angels—I Cor. 13:1; other tongues—Acts 2:4 
and; the UNKNOWN TONGUE-—I Cor. 14:2. 


On the day of Pentecost the 120 men and 
women spoke in other tongues and not in the 
unknown tongue (Acts 2:4, 7, 8). There were 
thousands of people gathered at Jerusalem for 
the Feast of Pentecost. In fact, 21 nationalities 
of people were there. The words of Isaiah the 
prophet were fulfilled (chapter 28) and the 
miracle of Pentecost was that these Galilean 
believers spake to this people in their own 
language. “In the law it is written, With men of 
other tongues and other lips will I speak unto 
this people; and yet for all that will they not 
hear me, saith the Lord” (I Cor. 14:21, Isa. 
28:11-12). “Wherefore tongues are for a sign, 
not to them that believe, but to them that 
believe not: But prophesying serveth not for 
them that believe not, but for them which 
believe” (I Cor. 14:22). God used this miracle 
of languages to arrest their attention and try 
once again to cause them to believe Him. 

As we look at the Scriptures concerning that 
first Pentecostal outpouring (Acts 2), we read 
that it was morning, the third hour of the day. 
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This too, created chaos among the religious 
people gathered there, for it was the hour of 
prayer in Jerusalem and no one but a drunk 
person would behave like this. “These men are 
full of new wine,” they declared. Others asked, 
“What meaneth this?’’ They were referred to as 
the drunkards of Ephraim and Judah, but the 
Apostle Peter made it clear that they were not 
drunk, but the words of the Prophet Joel were 
being fulfilled saying, “In the last days I will 
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.” 


Why is it referred to as the unknown tongue? 
The answer is so clear in the Bible. In the 
Garden of Eden, God walked and talked with 
Adam in the cool of the day (Gen. 3:8). Men 
spoke this God-given language up to the time of 
the building of the Tower of Babel. Genesis, 
chapter 11 tells us that the whole earth was of 
one language and one tongue. Man’s effort to 
reach heaven in an unregenerated state met 
with disaster, for God said, “Let us go down, 
and there confound their language...” (Gen. 
11:7) And God confounded, dissipated, blew 
away the only language that they knew so that 
they could no longer communicate with each 
other. 

The building of the tower was stopped, and it 
derived its name “Babel” from the fact that they 
babbled and stammered one to the other. This 
heavenly language was lost and became entirely 
unknown to man as the years went by. Today, 
because man was scattered abroad over the face 
of the whole earth (Gen. 11:8), 6,500 dialects 
are spoken. Fallen man lost his language. Now, 
restored man (as he is once again filled with the 
Spirit of God) is given this language that is still 
unknown to the intellect of man. Today this 
language is spoken, the world over, by 
Spirit-filled believers. 

“For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue 
speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no 
man understandeth him; howbeit, in the spirit 
he speaketh mysteries” (I Cor. 14:2). He that 
speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth, 
refresheth and strengtheneth himself (I Cor. 
14:4). 


We will speak this language—the unknown 
tongue—in Heaven. Zephaniah 3:9 declared, 
“For then will I turn to the people a pure 
language, that they may all call upon the name 
of the Lord, to serve Him, with one consent.” In 
the languages of the earth, today, there is not 
one pure language. Men have cursed and 
blasphemed. In God's great “tomorrow” we 
will not be separated by the fact of many 
dialects and languages. We will speak the 
language that is so cherished among us 
today—the Unknown Tongue, but not at all 
unknown to us, His people. (4) 


RAYMOND COX: 


current 
events comments 


For 10 years Israel has occupied the West 
Bank area captured from Jordan during the 
_ Six Day War. For 10 years Arab spokesmen 
* have agitated for Israeli withdrawal from 

‘that territory. During this decade Israeli 
_ officials have referred to the regions as 
2 “occupied lands”’ or ‘‘administered areas,’’ 
_ while paying lip service to eventual with- 

drawal from at least some of the territory. 

But a new government took power in 

y ee sisaiem in June, a government which in 

a: campaigned for annexation of the 

_ “liberated areas,’’ as Premier Menahem 

é Begin and his Likud bloc calls the West Bank 
and Golan Heights. 

On July 7 an American Senator, Kansas’ 
Bprobert Dole, asserted in Jerusalem his 
agreement with this policy and terminology. 
But America’s President keeps urging Israel 
withdrawal. Premier Begin, however, has 
reminded our President of what the Bible 
says about the issue. 

What does the Bible say? Genesis offers 
three landmark passages proclaimed by God 
to Abraham. Genesis 12:7 reports the land 
grant promise delivered upon Abram’s 
arrival at Shechem: ‘‘Unto thy seed will | 
give this land.’’ The preceding verse noted, 
“And the Canaanite was then in the land.” 


LETTERS: 


News Appreciated 

Enjoy the ADVANCE so much, and up here 
where there is no Foursquare church it helps to 
keep in touch. 


M.J. (Alaska) 


Just a line to let you know that the first thing 
I do when I get an issue of ADVANCE is to 
look for some word of Charles Walkem. You 
can imagine the happy surprise when | read of 
“Dr. Charles Walkem Day” in the June, 1977 
issue. 
F.S. 


We get our own copy of the ADVANCE and 
enjoy it very much. Praise God for its ministry 
of informing us of Foursquare news and of 
God's blessings. 

D.H. 


But that presence was not to matter at all 
either to God or to Abraham. 

Bethel was the site of the Genesis 13:15 
definition of the duration of the land grant: 
“For all the land which thou seest, to thee 
will | give it, and to thy seed forever.’’ While 
Abram was at Hebron God drew the map of 
boundaries: ‘‘Unto thy seed have | given this 
land from the river of Egypt unto the great 
river, the river Euphrates’’ (Gen. 15:18). 

Significantly, Shechem, Bethel, and He- 
bron all lie within the area now known as the 
‘West Bank’’. 

But some plead that the Arab possession 
of the land represents fulfillment of God’s 
promise to Abraham’s seed. A close study of 


Genesis, however, explodes that idea as 
preposterous. For Arabs descend from 
Ishmael, while God’s covenant promises 


were limited to Isaac’s seed through Jacob 
(Israel), as Genesis 17:17-21 make perfectly 
clear. Moreover, in the context of the 
Genesis 15 description of intended bounda- 
ries, the seed of Abraham, which is to occupy 
those areas, is warned about four centuries 
of Egyptian exile, a circumstance which 
never plagued the Ishmaelites! Only Israel- 
ites endured Egyptian bondage. Only Israel- 
ites can claim the promised lands. If Israel 
should withdraw from part or all of the West 
Bank, Israel must eventually reoccupy that 
territory—and more, both to the east and the 
north. The Jewish State may already spread 
from the River of Egypt (possibly the Wady 
el Arish on the east side of Sinai), but there 
is a long way to go to the Euphrates! [4] 


Women’s Role in Today’s Society 

Your avoidance of today’s problems are 
astounding. Was this (Editorial, May, 1977 
ADVANCE) written by the Editor or the 
Editorial Consultant? 

Is the Foursquare Church trying to change its 
image? (Its Founder, you might recall, was a 
woman and she encouraged women to grow). 
Women who cease to grow and develop fill the 
Doctor's offices by the millions—their problem, 
boredom. Not all women are domestic by 
nature. Not all women are married. Who pro- 


vides for them? 
| hd Se 


(The editorial referred to was written by the 
ADVANCE Editor, who is single.) 


Contribution Sent 
Enclosed find five dollars to use wherever 
needed. I enjoy reading your magazine very 
much. 
E.S. 
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A CH ae Outreach Ministry 


“For thou shalt be His witness unico a 
_of what thou hase seen and heard.” Ac 
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Marturians Youth Outreach 
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